
CORPORATE ACCOUNTABILITY LAB
COPYRIGHT LICENSE

TERMS AND CONDITIONS

Copyright 2022 Corporate Accountability Lab. All Rights Reserved

Last Update April 6, 2022

TERMS AND CONDITIONS FOR USE, COPY, MODIFICATION, PREPARATION OF
DERIVATIVE WORK, REPRODUCTION, AND DISTRIBUTION:

1. DEFINITIONS

a. “Commercial Purpose” shall mean any use of Copyrighted Materials (as defined
below) other than for individual, personal, and non-business use. This includes,
without limitation, the:

i. Internal use of Copyrighted Materials (as defined below) for a business
purpose; or

ii. Sharing of Copyrighted Materials (as defined below) either alone, or in
conjunction with, other materials, products, or services with a third party
for a fee (or other consideration) or directly or indirectly in connect with
any business.

b. “Copyrighted Materials” shall mean all work authored or published by Licensor
(as defined below) that is available on its webpages, its affiliated webpages, or
that has a copyright disclaimer referring to the License (as defined below).

c. “Duty of Care” shall be defined by its use in tort law, delict law, and/or similar
bodies of law closely related to tort and/or delict law, including without limitation,
a requirement to act with the watchfulness, attention, caution, and prudence that a
reasonable person in the same or similar circumstances would use towards any
Third-Party Beneficiary (as defined below).

d. “License” shall mean the terms and conditions, as stated herein, for use,
reproduction, and distribution of Copyrighted Materials.

e. “Licensee” shall mean the individual or entity exercising permissions granted by
this License, including the use, reproduction, and distribution of Copyrighted
Materials, for a Commercial Purpose.

f. “Licensor” shall mean Corporate Accountability Lab (“CAL”) in its capacity as
owner or entity authorized by the copyright owner that is granting the License.

g. “Private Right of Action” shall mean the right for an individual and/or entity to
pursue legal action and seek remedy against another individual and/or entity in a
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competent court, national tribunal, or other adjudicating body (including domestic
judicial systems, international courts, and public or private arbitration bodies).

h. “Supply Chain” shall mean the sequence of processes involved in the production
and/or distribution of a commodity, good, or service offered by the Licensee.

i. “Third-Party Beneficiary” or “Third-Party Beneficiaries” shall mean any
person(s) directly impacted by the production of any good or provision of any
service within Licensee’s Supply Chain, including the practices of all persons or
entities within the Supply Chain prior to a commodity, good, or service reaching
the Licensee. “Third-Party” Beneficiary” or “Third-Party Beneficiaries” shall
include, but are not limited to, Workers (as defined below); laborers; land owners;
property owners; those residing, working, and/or recreating in proximity to
Supply Chain related activities; and survivors of those killed or disabled due to a
violation, breach, nonperformance of, or other such activity not in accordance
with, Section 3 of this License.

j. “Worker” shall be defined to include any and all permanent, temporary, and
agency workers, as well as piece-rate, salaried, hourly paid, legal young (minors),
part-time, night, and migrant workers.

2. NO CHARGE

The Licensor grants permission to the Licensee, in accordance with the remaining
terms of the License, to use the Copyrighted Materials free of charge.

3. ETHICAL CONDITIONS

The Licensee and Licensor agree that the rights granted to the Licensee stated within
this License are expressly made subject to the ongoing compliance with the following
conditions:

a. The Licensee SHALL voluntarily accept a Duty of Care for Third-Party
Beneficiaries.

b. The Licensee and Licensor stipulate that negligence or violations, referenced
within this section, of the Duty of Care shall create a Private Right of Action,
allowing any Third-Party Beneficiary harmed by the Licensee’s negligence or
violations of the Duty of Care to take legal action against the Licensee in
accordance with applicable laws referenced in the definition of Duty of Care
herein, regardless of whether Licensee is directly responsible for the harms
suffered by a Third-Party Beneficiary. Nothing in this section shall be interpreted
to include acts committed by individuals outside of the scope of his/her/their
employment.

c. If Licensee, or any other person or entity within the Supply Chain prior to a good
or service reaching the Licensee, is negligent or has otherwise violated its Duty of
Care to Third-Party Beneficiaries, Licensee must remedy the harm caused by the
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negligence or other violation of the Duty of Care within 30 days of being notified
of the harm. If Licensee fails to remedy the harm within 30 days, all rights in the
Copyrighted Materials granted to Licensee shall be deemed null and void as
between Licensor and Licensee.

d. Termination of the License by failing to remedy harms in no way prevents
Licensor or Third-Party Beneficiary from seeking appropriate remedies at law or
in equity.

4. NOTICE

a. Distribution of Notice: Licensee must ensure that everyone who gets a copy of
any part of the Copyrighted Materials from Licensee, with or without changes or
modifications, also receives the License. Licensee must cause any modified
versions of the Copyrighted Material to carry prominent notices stating that
Licensee changed the Copyrighted Materials.

b. Modified Copyrighted Materials: Licensee is free to create modifications of the
Copyrighted Materials and distribute only the modified portion created by
Licensee, however, any derivative work stemming from the Copyrighted
Materials must be distributed pursuant to this License, including this Notice
provision.

c. Recipients as Licensees: Any recipient of the Copyrighted Materials or a
derivative work developed by using the Copyrighted Materials that uses, copies,
modifies, prepares derivative work, reproduces, distributes the Copyrighted
Materials, or a derivative work developed by using the Copyrighted Materials for
a Commercial Purpose is a Licensee as defined above and is subject to the terms
and conditions of this License.

d. Failure to Comply: If anyone notifies Licensee in writing that Licensee has not
complied with this Notice section, Licensee can keep this License by taking all
practical steps to comply within 30 days after the notice. If Licensee does not do
so, Licensee’s License (and all permissions granted hereunder) shall end
immediately.

5. DISCLAIMER OF WARRANTY

TO THE FULL EXTENT ALLOWED BY LAW, COPYRIGHTED MATERIALS COME “AS IS,” WITHOUT

ANY WARRANTY, EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, AND LICENSOR SHALL NOT BE LIABLE TO ANY PERSON

OR ENTITY FOR ANY DAMAGES OR OTHER LIABILITY ARISING FROM, OUT OF, OR IN CONNECTION

WITH THE COPYRIGHTED MATERIALS OR THIS LICENSE, UNDER ANY LEGAL CLAIM.

6. RELEASE OF CLAIMS

In consideration of the benefits offered under this License, the Licensee, on behalf of
itself and its past, present, and future representatives, agents, affiliates, successors,
predecessors, attorneys, and assigns does hereby voluntarily and knowingly waive,
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release, acquit and forever discharge the Licensor and its past, present, and future
representatives, agents, affiliates, successors, predecessors, attorneys, and assigns
(collectively, hereinafter “Releasees”) from any and all claims, debts, dues, liabilities,
liens, causes of action, demands, obligations, disputes, damages, losses, expenses,
attorneys’ fees, costs, liabilities, and all other claims of every kind and nature
whatsoever, which the Licensee ever had or now has, against the Releasees, whether
at law or in equity, including but not limited to any federal or state law claims arising
from any statute, rules of self-regulatory organizations, contract, tort, or common law
arising at any time prior to the date this License went into effect. This Release of
Claims does not apply to claims for the enforcement of this License.

7. INDEMNIFICATION

Licensee shall hold harmless and indemnify Licensor against any and all claims,
debts, dues, liabilities, liens, causes of action, demands, obligations, disputes,
damages, losses, expenses, attorneys’ fees, costs, liabilities, and all other claims of
every kind and nature whatsoever, whether known or unknown, anticipated or
unanticipated, foreseen or unforeseen, accrued or unaccrued, disclosed or
undisclosed, arising out of or relating to Licensee’s use of the Copyrighted Material.

8. MISCELLANEOUS:

a. Equitable Relief: The Licensor and Licensee agree that irreparable damage would
occur if any provision in the Ethical Conditions section was not performed in
accordance with the terms hereof by Licensee and that the Licensor and any
Third-Party Beneficiary shall be entitled to equitable relief, including injunctive
relief or specific performance of the terms hereof, in addition to any other remedy
to which they are entitled at law or in equity.

b. Judicial Findings: In the event Licensee is found by a civil, criminal,
administrative, or other court of competent jurisdiction, or some other
adjudicating body with legal authority, to have committed actions which are in
violation of the Ethical Conditions section of this License, all rights granted to
Licensee by this License shall terminate immediately.

c. Severability: If any term or provision of this License is determined to be invalid,
illegal, or unenforceable by a court of competent jurisdiction, any such
determination of invalidity, illegality, or unenforceability shall not affect any other
term or provision of this License or invalidate or render unenforceable such term
or provision in any other jurisdiction. If the determination of invalidity, illegality,
or unenforceability by a court of competent jurisdiction pertains to the terms or
provisions contained in the Ethical Conditions section of this License, all rights in
the Copyrighted Materials granted to Licensee shall be deemed null and void as
between Licensor and Licensee.

d. Section Titles: Section titles are solely written for organizational purposes and
should not be used to interpret the language within each section.
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e. Entire License: This is the entire License between the Licensor and Licensee with
respect to the claims released herein and that the consideration stated herein is the
only consideration or compensation to be paid or exchanged between them for
this License. This License cannot be modified or amended except in a writing
signed by Licensor and Licensee.

f. Successors and Assigns: This License shall be binding upon and inure to the
benefit of the Licensor’s and Licensee’s respective heirs, successors, and assigns.

g. Singular and Plural: Where appropriate within the License, a singular term shall
be construed to mean the plural when necessary, and a plural term shall be
construed to mean the singular.

h. Choice of Law: This License, and all rights and permissions granted herein, will
be governed by the laws of the state of Illinois, USA.

i. Venue: Licensor and Licensee agree that all actions or proceedings arising in
connection with License shall be tried and litigated only in state and/or federal
courts located in Cook County, Illinois or, at the sole option of the Licensor, in
any other court in which Licensor shall initiate legal or equitable proceedings and
which has subject matter jurisdiction over the matter in controversy. Licensee
waives, to the extent permitted by applicable law, any right to assert the doctrine
of forum non conveniens or to object to venue to the extent any action is brought
pursuant to the express terms and conditions of the License.

j. Entire Agreement: The Licensor and Licensee understand and agree that this is
the entire License and that the consideration stated herein is the only
consideration to be exchanged between them for this License. This License
cannot be modified or amended except in a writing signed by the Licensor and
Licensee or by court order.
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